




















Saturday, March 2, 176c. 





Macna Cuarta, or the Great 
Charter of LipertieEs, granted 
King Fohbn to bis Subjects in the 

ear 1215. 


OHN, (a) by the 
grace of God, king 
of England, lord of 
Ireland, duke of 
Normandy & Aqui- 
taine, and earl of 

AW Anjou, to the arch- 
bifhops, bifhops, abbots, earls, ba- 
rons, jufticiaries of the forefts, fhe- 
riffs, governors, and officers, and 
to all bailiffs and other his faithful 
fubje&ts, greeting. Know ye, that 
we, in the prefence of God, and 
for the health of our foul, and the 
fouls of all our anceftors and heirs, 
and to the honour of God, and the 
exaltation of holy church, and 
amendment of our kingdom, by 
advice of our venerable fathers, 
Stephen, archbifhop of Canterbury, 
primate of all England, and cardi- 
nal of the holy Roman church, 
Henry, archbifhop of Dublin, 
William, bifhop of London, Peter 
of Winchefter, Jocelin of Bath 
and Glaftonbury, Hugh of Lin- 
coln, Walter of Worcefter, _Wil- 
liam of Coventry, Benedict of Ro- 
chefter, bifhops, and mafter Pan- 
dulph, the pope’s fub-deacon and 
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antient fervant, brother Aymeric, 
mafter of the temple in England, 
and the noble perfons William 
Marefcha!l, earl of Pembroke, Wil- 
liam, earl of Salifbury, William, 
earl of Warren, William, earl of 
Arundel, Alan de Galloway, con- 
ftable of Scotland, Warin Fitz Ge- 
rald, Peter Fitz Herebett, and Hu- 
bert de Burgh, fenefchal of Poic- 
tou, Hugh de Neville, Matthew 
Fitz WHerebett, ‘Thomas Baflet, 
Alan Baflet, Philip Albiney, Ro- 
bert de Ropele, John Maretchall, 
John Fitz Hugh, and other our 
liege men, have, in the firft place, 
granted to God, and by this our 
prefent charter confirmed, for us 
and our heirs for ever : 

I. That the church of Eng- 
land (4) fhall be free, and enjoy 
her rights entire, and her liberties 
inviolable ; and we fhall have 
them fo obferved, that it may ap- 
pear from hence, that the freedom 
of eleétions, which was reckoned 
chief and indifpenfible to the Eng- 
lifh church, and which we granted 
and confirmed by our charter, and 
obtained the confirmation of, from 
Pope Innocent III. before the dif- 
cord between us and our barons, 
was granted of mere free will, 
which charter we fhall obferve, and 
we do will it to be faithfully ob- 
ferved by our heirs for ever. 


(a) King John was the firft of the kings of England (as Sir Edward Coke ob- 
ferves) that in his Grants wrote.in the plura} number; other kings before him wrote 


in the fingular number : they ufed Ego, I 


Nos, We, Coke's Inftitut. p. 2. 


; King John, and all the Kings after him, 


(6) That is, allecclefiaftical perfons within the realm, their poffeffions and goods, 
fhall be freed from all unjuft exa@tions and oppreffions ; but, notwithftanding, fhall 
yield all lawful duties, either to the king, or to any of his fubjects, Coke’s Inftitut. 


Pp. 2° 


Q 


ll. We 
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II. We alfo grant to all free- 
men of our kingdom, for us and for 
our heirs forever, all the under- 
-written Liberties, to have and to 
hold, them and their heirs, of us 
and our heirs. 

lif. If any of our earls (c) or 
barons, or others, who hold of us 
in chief by military fervice, fhall 
die, and at the time of his death 
his heir fhall be of full age, and 
owes a relief, he fhall have his in- 
heritance by the antient relief; (d) 
that is to fay, the heir or heirs of 
an earl for a whole earl’s barony, 
by an hundred pounds ; the heir 
or heirs of a baron for a whole ba- 
rony, by an hundred pounds; (¢) 
the heir or heirs of a knight for a 
whole knight’s fee, by an hundred 
fhillings at moft; and whoever 
oweth lefs, fhall give lefs, accord- 
ing tothe antient cultom of fees. 

V. Butif the heir of any fuch 
fhall be under age, and fhall be in 
ward, (fJ) [his lord fhall not 
have the wardfhip of him, nor his 


King Fobn to his Subjeds. 


land, before he hath received his 
homage, and after fuch heir fhall be 
in ward, and attain to the age of 
one-and-twenty years] when he 
comes of age he fhall have his inhe- 
ritance without relief and without 
fine. (g) 

[Yer fo, that if he be made a 
knight while he is under age, ne- 
verthelefs the lands fhall remain in 
the cuftody of the lord until the 
aforefaid time. ] 

V. The warden of the land of 
fuch heir who fhall be under age, 
fhall not take of the land of fuch 
heir other than reafonable iffues, 
reafonable cuftoms, and reafonable 
fervices, (4) and that without de- 
ftruction and watte of thé tenants 
or effeéts [upon the efiate}] ; and if 
we fhall commit the guardianfhip 
of thofe lands to the fheriff, or any 
other who is anfwerable to us for 
the iffues of the land, and if-he 
fhall make deitruction and watte 
upon the ward-lands, we will com- 
pel him to give fatisfa€tion, and the 


(c) There was no duke, marquis, or vifcount, then in England. The firft duke 





was Edward the Black Prince, who was created duke of Cornwall, anno 11 Edw, IL. 
Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, was created Marquis of Dublinin 8 Rich, II]. The 
firft vifcounton record, and who fat in parliament by that title, was John, vifcount 
Beaumont, created 18 Henry VI. Coke, p. 5. 

(d) For the underftanding of this article, it muft be obferved, that when any of 
the king’s tenants in capite (or chief) died, the king, as guardian to his heir, feized 
his lands, which remained with the crown till the heir was of age: but when the 
heir had attained his one-and-twentieth year, he could fue to have his eftate upon 
doing homage to the king, and paying acertain compofition, called Retier, which at 
firft was fettled according to every man’s degree, from anearl to a farmer. See Ra- 
pin, p. 163, note (4) and note III. p.251, 252. But it feems that, fome time before 
king John’s reign, there had been a heavy encroachment of an uncertain relief, at 
will and pleafure, which, under a fair term, was called Rationabile Relevium, a Rea- 
fonable Relief. Thisclaufe, therefore, fets this matter again upon its antient foot- 
ing. See Sir Edward Coke’s Second Inftitut. p. 7. 

(e) Thus the Cottonian copy has it, which feems to be a miftake; for 
the antient relief of an earldom, a barony, and the livery of a knight was 
the fourth part of the yearly value of each. Now the yearly value of a barony was 
to confift of thirteen knights fees and a quarter, which by juft account amounted to 
four hundred marks per annum; therefore his relief was one hundred marks, and 
not an hundred pounds. See Coke’s Inftitut. p. 7. 

( f) . As long as the heirs of the king’s tenants in chief were under age, they were 
faid to be in ward 5 but this wardfhip was taken away by ftatute 12 Car. II. cap, 
Xx1vV. 

(g) By being made a knight, the heir was out of ward as to his body; but his 
land remained in the cuftody of the lord, as in this article. Coke, p. 11. 

(4) By Iffues are meant the rents and profits of the lands or tenements of the 
ward ; by Cuftoms, things due by cuftom or prefcription, and appendant to the lands 


or tenements in ward ; by Services, the drudgery and labour due from copyholders to 
their lords, Coke, p. 12, 13, 


land 
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Jand fhall be committed to twolaw- 
ful and difcreet tenants of that 
fee, who fhall be anfwerable for the 
iffues to us, or to him whom we 
fhall affign them: and if we fhall 
give or fell to any one the wardfhip 
of any fach lands, and if he makes 
deftruétion or wafte upon them, he 
fhall lofe the wardfhip itfelf, which 
fhall be committed to two lawful 
and difcreet tenants of that fee, 
who fhall in like manner be an- 
fwerable to us aforefaid. 

VI. But the warden, fo long as 
he fhall have the wardfhip of the 
land, fhall keep up the houfes, 
parks, warrens, ponds, mills, and 
other things pertaining to the land, 
out of the iffues of the fame land, 
and fhall reftore to the heir, when 
he comes of full age, his whole 
land flocked with ploughs and 
carriages, according as the time of 
wainage fhall require, and the if- 
fues of the Jand can reafonabl 
bear. [And all thefe things fhall 
be obferved in the cuftody of va- 
cant archbifhoprics, bifhoprics, ab- 
beys, priories, churches, and digni- 
ties which appertain to us ; except 
that thefe wardfhips are not to be 


old. 

VIT. Heirs fhall be married with- 
out difparagement, (7) fo as that 
before matrimony fhall be con- 
tracted, thofe who are neareft in 
blood to the heir fhall be made ac- 
quainted with it. 

VII. A widow, after the death 
of her hufband, fhall forthwith, 
and without difliculty, have her 
marriage (4) and inheritance ; nor 
fall the give any thing for her 
dower, or her marriage, or her in- 
heritance, which her hufband and 
fhe held at the day of his death; 
and fhe may remainin the man- 
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fion-houfe of her hufband av 
days after his death, within whic 
term her dower: ffall be affigned, 
[if it was not afligned before, or 
unlefs the houfe be acaflle. And 
if fhe eapatts from the caftle, there 
fhall forthwith be provided for her 
a complete houfe, in which fhe 
may decently dwell till her dower 
be to her affigned, as hath been 
faid ; and fhe fhall in the mean 
time have her reafonable eitover 
(i. ¢. competent maintenance) out 
of the common revenue : and there 
fhall be affigned to her, for her 
dower, the third part of all her 
hufband’s lands which were in his 
life-time, except fhe were endowed 
with lefs at the church-door. ] 

IX. No widow fhall be diftrain- 
ed (/) to marry herfelf, fo long as 
fhe has a mind to live without a 
hufband ; but yet fhe fhall give fe- 
curity that fhe will not marry with- 
out our affent, if fhe holds of us ; 
or without the confent of the lord 
of whom fhe holds, if the holds of 
another. 

X. Neither we, nor our bai- 
lifts, (m) fhall feize any land or 
rent (2) forany debt, fo long as 
there fhall be chattels of the deb- 
tors upon the premiffes fufficient to 
pay the debt [and the debtor be 
ready to fatisfy it] nor fhall the 
fureties of the debtor be diftrained 
fo long as the principal debtor is 
fufficient for the payment of the 


ebt. 

XI. And if the principal debtor 
fhall fail in the payment of the 
debt, not having wherewithal to 
pay it [or will not difcharge 1¢ 
when he is able], then the fureties 
fhall anfwer the debt ; and if they 
will, they dhall have the lands and 
renis of the debtor, until they fhall 


(i) That is, according to their rank, &c, Difparagement, in a legal fenfe, was 
ufed for matching an heir in marriage under his degree, or againft decency. Jacob's 


Law Dia, 


(&) Maritagium, that is, fhall have liberty to marry whom fhe will. It appears 
by Braéton, that an heirefs could not marry without the leave and confcnt of the 
lords of whom fhe held her eftates, otherwife the forfeited them. 


(/) Compelied by feizing her goods. 


(m) In this place, the theriff and his under-bailiffs are intended and meant, fays 


Sir Edward Coke, 


(2) By order of the common law, the king for his debt had execution of the 
body, lands, and goods of the debtor ; fa that this is an aét of grace, reftraining the 


power the king had before, 


Q2 


he 
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be fatisfied for the debt which they 
paid for him, velefs the principal 
debtor can fhew himfelf acquitted 
thereof againift the faid fureties. 

XII. If any one have borrowed 
any thing of the Jews, more or 
lefs, and dies beforethe debt be 
fatisfied, there fhall be no intereft 

aid for that debt, fo long as the 
heir is under age, of whomfoever 
he may hold : and if the debt falls 
into our hand, we will take only 
the chattel mentioned in the char- 
ter of inftrument. ; 

XIII. And if any one fhall die 
indebted to the Jews, his wife fhall 
have her dower, and pay nothing of 
that debt; and if the deceafed left 
children under age, they fhall have 
neceflaries provided for them ac- 
cording to the tenement or real 
eftate of the deceafed ; and out of 
the refidue the debt fhall be paid, 
faving, however, the fervice of the 
lords. In like manner let it be 
with the debts due to other perfons 
than a 

XIV. No fcutage (0) or aid fhall 
be impofed in our kingdom, unlefs 
by the common council of our 
kingdom ; except for —- 
our perfon ; and making our eldei 
fon a knight ; and one for marry- 
ing our eldeft daughter; and for 
thefe there fhall be paid only a rea- 
fonable aid. 

XV. In like manner it fhall be 
concerning the aids of the city of 
London : and the city of London 
fhall have allits antient liberties 
and free cuftoms, as well by land as 
by water. 

XVI. Furthermore, we will and 
erant that all other cities, and bo- 
roughs, and towns, [and barons of 
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the cinque ports,| (p) and ports, 
fhall have all their liberties and 
free cuftoms. And for holding the 
common council of the kingdom 
concerning the affeffment of their 
rary except in the three cafes afore- 
aid. 

XVII. And for the affeffing of 
{cutages, we fhall caufe to be fum- 
moned the archbifhops, bifhops, 
abbots, earls, and great barons of 
the realm fingly by our letters. 

XVIII. And furthermore, we 
fhall caufe to be fummoned in ge- 
neral, by our fheriffs and bailiffs, 
all others who hold of us in 
chief, (g) at a certain day, that is 
to fay, forty days before their meet- 
ing at leaft, and to a certain place ; 
and in all letters of fuch f{ummons 
we will declare the caufe of the 
fummons. 

XIX. And fummons being thus 
made, the bufinefs of the day fhall 
proceed on the day appointed, ac- 
cording to the advice of fuch as 
fhall be prefent, although all that 
were {ummoned come not. 

XX. We will not, for the fu- 
ture, grant to any one that he may 
take aid of his own free tenants, 
unlefs to ranfom his body ; and to 
make his eldeft fon a knight; and 
once to marry his eldeft daughter ; 
and for this there fhall only be 
paid a reafonable aid. 

XXI. No man fhall be diftrained 
to perform more fervice for a 
knight’s fee, or other free tene- 
ment, than is due from thence. 

XXII. Common pleas fhall not 
follow our court, but fhall be holden 
in fome certain place. Trials upon 
the writs of Novel diffeifin, and of 
Mort d’ancefter, and of Darreine 


(o) Scutage, as we have elfewhere obferved, was military ferv'ce due to the king 


from his tenarits in chief. 


It is to be underftood likewife of what the feudatories 


paid the king in lieu of that fervice; and alfo of the tax which was impofed on 


each vafial for the fervice of the public. 


Since William the Conqueror, the kings had 
frequently impofed fcutages without the confent of the ftates. 


Rapin. 


(p) The Cingve Ports are five havens, which lie on the eaft part of England, (in 
Kent) towards France, fo calied by way of eminence, viz. Haftings, Dover, Rom- 


ney, Hithe, and Sandwich ; 
srt 
ts 


; to which Rye and Winchelfea are now adced, 
re under the jurifdi€tion of the conftable of Dover caftle, and were firft eftablithed 


They 


by William I. for the better fecurity of thecoafts, 

(7) It feems by this article, that none but tenants in chief had a right to fit inthe 
common council, cr parliament, ctherwife it was natural to mention here the repre- 
icutatives of the commons, had they enjoyed that right in thofe days. Rapin, 


prefentment, 
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refentment (r), fhall not be taken 
ut in their proper counties, and af- 
ter thismanner: we, or, if we fhall 
be out of the realm, our chief juf- 
ticiary fhall fend two jufticiaries 
thro’ every county four times ayear, 
who, with four knights chofen out of 
every fhire by the people, fhall hold 
the faid affizes, in the county, on 
the day, and at the place appointed. 

XXIH. And if any matters can- 
not be determined on the day ap- 
pointed for holding the affizes in 
each county, fo many of the knights 
and freeholders as have been at the 
aflizes aforefaid, fhall be appointed 
to decide them, as 1s neceffary, ac- 
cording as there is more or lefs bu- 
finefs. [Affizes of Darreine pre- 
fentment to churches fhall be al- 
ways taken before the jutticiaries 
of the bench. ] 

XXIV. A freeman (/) fhall not 
be amerced for a fmall tault, but ac- 
cording to the degree of the fault : 
and for a great crime, in proporrion 
to the heinoufnefs of it; faving to 
him his contenement (7); and af- 
terthe fame mannera merchant, fav- 
ing to him his merchandize. 

XXV. And a villain {of any 
other than our own] fhall be amerc- 
ed after the fame manner, faving 
to him his wainage (x), if he falls 
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underour mercy ; and none of the 
aforefaid amerciaments (x) fhall be 
affefled but by the oath of honeft 
men of the neighbourhood [or of 
the county. 

XXVI. Earls and barons fhalt 
not be amerced but by their peers 0) 
and according to the degree of the 
offence. 

XXVII. No ecclefiaftical perfon 
fhall be amerced for his lay-tene- 
ment, but according to the propor- 
tion of the others aforefaid, and not 
according to the value of his eccle- 
fiaftical benefice. 

XXVIII. Neither a town, nor any 
tenant fhall be diitrained to make 
bridges over rivers, unlefs that an- 
ciently and of right they are bound 
to doit. [No river for the future 
fhall be imbanked, but what was 
imbanked in the time of king 
Henry our grand- father. | 

XXIX. No fheriff, conftable (z), 
coroners, or other our bailiffs fhall 
hold pleas of the crown. 

XXX. All counties, hundreds, 
wapentakes, and trethings fhall 
ftand at the old ferm, without any 
increafe, except in our demefne ma- 
nors. 

XXXI. If any one, holding of us 
a lay-fee, dies, and the sheriff or 


(r) Awrit of Novel Diffeifin ies where a tenant for ever, or for life, is put out 


and diffeifed of his land, tenement, or other immoveable or incorporal right, that he 
may recover fuch right. Jacob. A writ of Mort d’Ancefter is brought againft any 
one, being a ftranger, who feizes upon lands, rents, or tenements, upon the death of 
another man’s near relations, who were in pofieffion of thofe lands, &c. <A writ of 
Darreine Prefentment lies where a man and his anceftors have prefented to a church, 
and, aiter it is become void, a ftranger prefents thereto, whereby the perfon having 
right is difturbed. Coke. 

) By Freemen here, and in moft places, muft be underftood Freeholders, i, ¢, 
thefe that held their lands of the king, or fome other lord, bya certain relief. 

(2) Contenementum, is to be underftood of the means of a man’s livelihood; as 
the arms of a foldier, the plough, &c. of a hufbandman, &c. 

(u) That is, in his carts, and implements of hufbandry. 

(x) Amerciament is cerived from the French word Merci, and fignifies the pecu- 
Niary punifhment laid upon an cffender againft the king, cr other lord, in his court, 
that is found to have ofiended and to ftand at the mercy cf the king orhis lord, Ja- 
cob. 

( y ) In England there are two orders or degrees of fubjects, peers of the realm 
& commcners : the nobies have for their peers ali the peers of the realm, and the com- 
moners are all reckoned peers of one another. 

(=) Ishere taken for conftable of a caftle. They were in ancient times perfons 
of account and authority, and for pleas of the crown, &c. had the like authority 
within their precinéts at the fheriff had within his bailiwic betore this a&, and they 
commonly fe: led with their portraiture on horicback. Regularly evry caftle con- 
tains amanor, fo that every comttable of a caftle 1s conflable of a manor, 
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be fatisfied for the debt which they 
paid for him, velefs the principal 
debtor can fhew himfelf acquitted 
thereof againft the faid fureties. 

XII. If any one have borrowed 
any thing of the Jews, more or 
lefs, and dies before the debt be 
fatisfied, there fhall be no intereft 

aid for that debt, fo long as the 
heir is under age, of whomfoever 
he may hold : and if the debt falls 
into our hand, we will take only 
the chattel mentioned in the char- 
ter of inftrument. 

XIII. And if any one fhall die 
indebted to the Jews, his wife fhall 
have her dower, and pay nothing of 
that debt ; and if the deceafed left 
children under age, they fhall have 
neceflaries provided for them ac- 
cording to the tenement or real 
eftate of the deceafed ; and out of 
the refidue the debt fhall be paid, 
faving, however, the fervice of the 
lords. In like manner let it be 
with the debts due to other perfons 
than Jews. 

XIV. No fcutage (0) or aid fhall 
be impofed in our kingdom, unlefs 
by the common council of our 
kingdom ; except for peragpe sw 
our perfon ; and making our elde 
fon a knight; and one for marry- 
ing oureldeft daughter; and for 
thefe there fhall be paid only a rea- 
fonable aid. 

XV. In like manner it fhall be 
concerning the aids of the city of 
London : and the city of London 
fhall have allits antient liberties 
and free cuftoms, as well by land as 
by water. 

XVI. Furthermore, we will and 
grant that all other cities, and bo- 
roughs, and towns, [and barons of 
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the cinque ports,| (p) and ports, 
fhall have all their liberties and 
free cuftoms. And for holding the 
common council of the kingdom 
concerning the affeffment of their 
aids, except in the three cafes afore- 


aid. 

XVII. And for the affefliing of 
{fcutages, we fhall caufe to be fum- 
moned the archbifhops, bifhops, 
abbots, earls, and great barons of 
the realm fingly by our letters. 

XVIII. And furthermore, we 
fhall caufe to be fummoned in ge- 
neral, by our fheriffs and bailiffs, 
all others who hold of us in 
chief, (g) at a certain day, that is 
to fay, forty days before their meet- 
ing at leaft, and to a certain place ; 
and in all letters of fuch fummons 
we will declare the caufe of the 
fummons. 

XIX. And fummons being thus 
made, the bufinefs of the day fhall 
proceed on the day appointed, ac- 
cording to the advice of fuch as 
fhall be prefent, although all that 
were {ummoned come not. , 

XX. We will not, for the fu- 
ture, grant to any one that he may 
take aid of his own free tenants, 
unlefs to ranfom his body ; and to 
make his eldeft fon a knight; and 
once to marry his eldeft daughter ; 
and for this there fhall only be 
paid a reafonable aid. 

XXI. No man fhall be diftrained 
to perform more fervice for a 
knight’s fee, or other free tene- 
ment, than is due from thence. 

XXII. Common pleas fhall not 
follow our court, but fhall be holden 
in fome certain place. ‘Trials upon 
the writs of Novel diffeifin, and of 
Mort d’anceiter, and of Darreine 


(o) Scutage, as we have elfewhere obferved, was military ferv'ce due to the king 


from his tenants in chief. 


It is to be underftood likewife of what the feudatories 


paid the king in lieu of that fervice; and alfo of the tax which was impofed on 


each vafial for the fervice of the public. 


Since William the Conqueror, the kings had 
trequently impofed fcutages without the confent of the ftates. 


Rapin. 


(p) The Cingve Ports are five havens, which lie on the eaft part of England, (in 
Kent) towards France, fo called by way of eminence, viz. Haftings, Dover, Rom- 


ney, Hithe, and Sandwich ; 
Are 


to which Rye and Winchelfea are now adced, 
under the jurifdiction of the conftable of Dover caftle, and were firft eftablithed 


They 


by William I, for the better fecurity of thecoatfts. 


(7) It feems by this article, that none but tenants in chief had a right to fit in the 
common council, cr parliament, ctherwife it was natural to mention here the repre- 


scutatives of the commons, had they 


hey enjoyed that right in thofe days. Rapin, 


prefentment, 
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refentment (r), fhall not be taken 
but in their proper counties, and af- 
ter thismanner: we, or, if we fhall 
be out of the realm, our chief juf- 
ticiary fhall fend two jufticiaries 
thro’ every county four times ayear, 
who, with four knights chofen out of 
every fhire by the people, fhall hold 
the faid affizes, in the county, on 
the day, and at the place appointed. 

XXII. And if any matters can- 
not be determined on the day ap- 
pointed for holding the affizes in 
each county, fo many of the knights 
and freeholders as have been at the 
aflizes aforefaid, fhall be appointed 
to decide them, as 1s neceffary, ac- 
cording as there is more or lefs bu- 
finefs. [Affizes of Darreine pre. 
fentment to churches fhali be al- 
ways taken before the jutticiaries 
of the bench. ] 

XXIV. A freeman (/) fhall not 
be amerced for a {mall tault, but ac- 
cording to the degree of the fault : 
and for a great crime, in proporrion 
to the heinoufnefs of it; faving to 
him his contenement (7) ; and af- 
terthe fame mannera merchant, fav- 
ing to him his merchandize. 

XXV. And a villain fof any 
other than our own] fhall be amerc- 
ed after the fame manner, faving 
to him his wainage (wu), if he falls 
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underour mercy ; and none of the 
aforefaid amerciaments (x) fhall be 
affeffled but by the oath of honeft 
men of the neighbourhood [or of 
the county. 

XXVI. Earls and barons halt 
not be amerced but by their peers 0) 
and according to the degree of the 
offence. 

XXVII. No ecclefiaftical perfon 
fhall be amerced for his lay-tene- 
ment, but according to the propor- 
tion of the others aforefaid, and not 
according to the value of his eccle- 
fiaftical benefice. 

XXVIII. Neither a town, nor any 
tenant fhall be diitrained to make 
bridges over rivers, unlefs that an- 
ciently and of right they are bound 
to doit. [No river for the future 
fhall be imbanked, but what was 
imbanked in the time of king 
Henry our grand- father. | 

XXIX. No fheriff, conftable (z), 
coroners, or other our bailiffs fhall 
hold pleas of the crown. 

XXX. All counties, hundreds, 
wapentakes, and trethings fhall 
ftand at the old ferm, without any 
increafe, except in our demefne ma- 


nors. 
XXXI. If any one, holding of us 
a lay-fee, dies, and the fheriff or 


(r) Awrit of Novel Diffeifin ies where a tenant for ever, or for life, is put out 


and diffeifed of his land, tenement, or other immoveable or incorporal right, that he 
may recover fuch right. Jacob. A writ of Mort d’Ancefter is brought againft any 
one, being a ftranger, who feizes upon lands, rents, or tenements, upon the death of 
another man’s near relations, who were in poffeffion of thofe lands, &c. A writ of 
Darreine Prefentment lies where a man and his anceftors have prefented to a church, 
and, after it is become void, a ftranger prefents thereto, whereby the perfon having 
right is difturbed. Coke. 

({) By Freemen here, and in moft places, muft be underftood Freeholders, i. ¢. 
thote that held their lands of the king, or fome other lord, by a certain relief, 

(¢) Contenementum, is to be underftood of the means of a man’s livelihood; as 
the arms of a foldier, the plough, &c. of a hufbandman, &c, 

(u) That is, in his carts, and implements of hufbandry. 

(x) Amerciament is cerived from the French word Merci, and fignifies the pecu- 
Mary punifhnient laid upon an cffender againft the king, cr other lord, in his court, 
that is found to have ofiended and to ftand at the mercy cf the king or his lord, Ja- 
cob. 

( y ) In England there are two orders or degrees of fubjects, peers of the realm 
& commcners : the nobies have for their peers all the peers of the realm, and the com- 
moners are all reckoned peers of one another. 

(=z) Ishere taken for conftable of a caftle. They were in ancient times perfons 
of account and authority, and for pleas of the crown, &c. had the like authority 
within their precinéts at the fheriff had within his bailiwic betore this a@, and they 
commonly fe: led with their portraiture on bhoricback. Regularly evry caftle con- 
tains amanor, fo that cvery con 


our 
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our bailiff thew our letters patent 
of fummons concerning the debt 
due to us from the deceafed, it 
fhall be lawful for the fheriff or 
our bailiff to attach and repif- 
ter the chattels of the deceafed 
found upon his lay fee, to the value 
of the debt, by the view of lawful 
men, fo as nothing be removed un- 
til our whole debt be paid; andthe 
reft fhall be left to the executors, 
who are to fulfil the will of the de- 
ceafed: and if there be nothing 
due from him to us, all the chattels 
fhall remain to the deceafed, faving 
to his wife and children their rea- 
fonable thares. 

XXXU. If any free man fhail die 
inteftate, his chattels fhall be dif- 
tributed by the hands of his neareit 
relations and friends by view of the 
church ; faving to every one his 
debts which the deceafed owed to 


him. of 
XXXIII. No conftable or bailiff 
of ours fhall take corn, or other 
chattels, of any man [who is not of 
the town where the caftle is,] un- 
lefs he prefently give him money 
for it, or hath refpite of payment 
by the good-will of the feller: [but 
sf he be of the fame town, he ihall 
pay him within forty days. 
XXXIV. No conttable thal! ya 
train any knight to give money for 
pe ant he himfelf will do it 
in his own perfon, or by another able 
man, in cafe he cannot do it thro’ 
any reafonable cauie. 
XXXV. And if we lead’ him or 
{2nd him into the army, he fhall be 
free from fuch guard for the time 
he fhall be in the army by our com- 
mand, {forthe fee for which he did 
fervice in the army. 
XXXVI. No theriff or bailiff of 
ours, or any other, fhall take horfes 


( 2) Adamin a river, for taking fith. 


Magna Charta, granted by Kiug Fohn to his Subjeds. 


or carts of any free man for carri- 
age, but by the good-will of the 
{aid free man, [without paying ac- 
cording to the rate anciently ap- 
pointed, that is to fay, fora cart and 
two horfes ten-pence a day, and a 
cart with three horfes fourteen pence 
a day. | 

XXXVII. Neither fhall we or 
our bailiffs take any man’s timber 
for our caftles, or other ufes, unlefs 
by the confent of the owner of the 
timber. [No demefne cart of any 
ecclefiaftical perfon, or knight, 
or any lady fhall be taken by our 
officers. | 

XXXVIII.We will retain thelands 
of thofe that are convicted of felo- 
ny only one year and a day, and 
then they fhall be delivered to the 
lord of the fee. 

XXXIX. All wears (a) for the 
time to come fhall be put down in 
the rivers Thames and Medway, 
and throughout all England, except 
upon the fea coait. 

L. The writ which is called 
Preecipe (4), for the future fhall not 
be made out to any one of any te- 
nement, whereby a free man may 
lofe his court. 

XLI. There fhall be one meafure 
of wine, and one of ale, through 
our whole realm, and one meafure 
of corn, that is to fay, the London 
quarter; and one breadth of dyed 
cloth, and ruffets, & haberjeéts (c), 
that is to fay, two el!s within the 
lifts: as to weights they fhall be as 
the meafures. 

XLII. From henceforward nothing 
fhall be given or taken for a writ of 
Inquifition of life or limbs (@), but it 
fhall be granted gratis, & not denied. 

XLUI. If any one holds of us by 
fee-farm, or focage, or burgage (e), 
and holds lands of another by mi- 


( 4) From the words ‘* Preecipe quod reddat,”’ with which it begins. It is in 
general an order from the king, or fome of his courts of juftice, to put in pofkfiion 
one who complains of having been unjuftly oured. Apparently feveral abufes had 


crept in upon this article. Rapin. 


{c) Afortof coarfe cloth of a mix’d colour. 
(da) Tnis was a writ, dire&ed to the theriff, to enquire whether a man com- 


mitted to prifon on fufpicion of murder, was committed on 
Jacob. 


or only out of malice and ill-will. 


jutt caufe of fufpicion, 


{<) To held in Fee-farm, is when there is fome rent referved by the lord, upon the 
creation of the tenantcy: To hold in Burgage, is when the inhahitants of a borough 
hold their tenements of the King at a certain rent, 


litary 


Megia Charia, grarted by King Febu to his Subjeds. 135 


litary fervice , we will not have the 
wardfhip of the heir or land, which 
is of another man’s fee, by reaion 
of what he holds of us by fee-farm, 
focage, or burgage, nor will we have 
the wardfhip of the fee-farm, {o- 
cage, or burgage, unlefs the fee- 
farm is bound to perform military 
fervice. 

XLIV. We will not have the 
wardfhip of an heir, nor of any 
land which he holds of another, by 
military fervice, by reafon of any 
petit ferjeantry he holds of us, as by 
the fervice of giving us knives, ar- 
rows, or the like. 

XLV. No bailiff for the future 
fhall put any man to his law (/) 
{nor to an oath} upon his fingle 
word, without credible witnefles to 
prove it. 

XLVI. No freeman fhall be taken 
or imprifoned, or diffeifed [of his 
frechold, or liberties, or free cuf- 
toms,| or outlawed, or banifhed, 
or any ways deftroyed; nor will we 
pafsupon him, or commit him to 
prifon, unlefs by the lawful judg- 
ment of his peers, or by the law of 
the land (2). 

XLVII. We will fell to no man, 
we will deny no man, nor delay 
right nor juitice. 

XLVIIL. All merchants ee 
they be publicly prohibited] fhali 
have fafe and fecure conduct to go 
out of, and to come into Eng- 
land (4), and to flay there, and to 
pafs as well by land as: by water, 
for buying and felling by the an- 
cient and allewed cuftoms, without 
any evil (heavy) tolls, exceptin time 
of war, or when they are of any na- 
tion at war with us» 

XLIX. And if there be found 
any fuch in our land in the begin- 
ning of the war, they fhall be at- 
tached without damage to their bo- 
dies or goods, until it be known un- 
tous, or our chief-jufticiary, how 
Our merchants are treated in the na- 
tion at war with us; and if ours be 


tafe there, the others fhall be fafein 
our dominions. 

L. It thall be lawful for the time 
to come, for any one to go out of 
our kingdom and return fately and 
fecurely, byland or by water, faving 
his allegiance to us, unlefs in time 
of war by fome fhoft fpace for the 
common benefit of the realm; ex- 
cept prifoners and outlaws, accor- 
ding to the law of the land, and 
people in war withus, and mer- 
chants who fhall be in fuch condi- 
tion as is above-mentioned. 

LI. if any man holds of any ef- 
cheat, as of the honour of Wal- 
lingford, Nottingham, Boulogne, 
Lancafter, or of ‘other efcheats 
which are in our hands, and are ba- 
ronies, and dies, his heir fhall give 
no other relief, and perform no o- 
ther fervice to.us, than he would toe 
the baron, if the barony were in 
poffeflion of the baron; we will 
hold it after the fame manner the 
baron held it. [Nor will we, by 
reafon of fuch barony or efcheat, 
have any efcheat or wardship of any 
of our men, unlefs he that held the 
barony or efcheat, held of us in 
chief elfewhere. 

LII. Thofe men who dwell with- 
out the foreft, from henceforth fhall 
not come before our jufticiaries of 
the foreft upon common fummons, 
but fuch as are impleaded or are 
pledges for any that were attached 
for {omething concerning the foreft. 
Le county-court for the future 

all be holden but from month to 
month; and where there ufed to be 
a greater interval, let it be fo con- 
tinued. Neither any fheriff, nor 
his bailiff, fhall keep his turn in the 
hundred oftner than twice in a year, 
and only in the accuftomed place; 
that is, once after Fafter, and once 
after Michaelmas; andthe view of 
frank-pledge fhall be held after Mi- 
chalemas, without occafion (7),'and 
{o that every one fhall have his li- 
berties, which he had and was wont 


( f) To make his Law, is as much as to fay, to take his Oath, 
(g¢) That-is, fays Dr. Brady, by legal procefs, &c. 
_ (6) By fome ancient laws of England, foreign merchants were forbid coming 
into the kinzdom, except in fair-time, and then were not to flay above forty days, 
(i) Sine occaiione, that is, without oppreffion, Brady. 
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to have in the time of king Henry, 
our grand-father, or fuch as he ob- 
tained afterwards. But the view of 
frank-pledge fhall be fo made that 
our peace may be kept, and that the 


_tything be full, as it was wont to be. 


And the fheriffs fhall not feek oc- 
cafions (%), but fhall be content 
with what the fheriff was wont to 
have for making his view in the 
time of king Henry, our grand-fa- 
ther. For the time to come, it 
fhall not be lawful for any man to 
ive his land toa religious houle, 
oas totake it again and hold it 
of that houfe: nor fhall it be law- 
ful for any religious houfe to reccive 
Jand, fo asto grant it to him again 
of whom they received it, to hold 
it of him. If any man for the fu- 
ture fhall fo give his land to religi« 
ous houfe, and be convicted thereof, 
his gift fhall be void, and the land 
fhall be forfeited to the lord of the 
fee (4). Scutage, for the future, 
fhall not be taken as it was ufed to 
be taken in the time of king Henry, 
our grand-father; and that the 
fherif fhall opprefs no man, but be 
content with what he was wont 
to have. Saving to the archbifhops, 
bifhops, abbots, priors, ‘Templars, 
Hofpitatlers, earls, barons, knights, 
and all others, as well eccleliaitics 
as feculars, the liberties and free 
cultoms which they had before, thefe 
being witnefles, &c.] 

LIif. We will not make any 
jutticiaries, conftables, fheriffs, or 
bailiffs, but fuch as are knowing in 
the law of the realm, and are dif- 
pofed duly to obferve it. 

LIV. All barons who are found- 
ers of abbeys, and have charters of 
the kings of England for the ad- 
vowfon, or are entitled to it by an- 
cient tenure, may have the culiody 
of them when vacant, as they ought 
to have. 

LV. All woods that have been 
taken into the forefts [by king 


Richard, our brother] in our time 
fhall forthwith be laid out again, 
unlefs they were our demefne woods ; 
and the fame fhall be done with the 
rivers that have been taken or fenc- 
ed in by us during our reign. 

LVI. All evil cuftoms concernin 
foreits, warrants, forrefters, an 
warreners ; .fheriffs and their offi- 
cers; rivers, and their keepers, 
fhall forthwith be enquired into,’ in 
each county, by twelve knights 
{worn of the fame fhire, chofen by 
creditable perfons in the fame coun- 
ty, and upon oath; and, within 
forty days after the faid inqueft, be 
utterly abolifhed, fo as never to be 
reltored. [No freeman for the fu- 
ture fhall give or fell any more of 
his land, but fo that out of the refi- 
due the fervice due to the lord of 
the fee may be fufficiently per- 
formed. | 

LVII. We will immediately give 
up all hoftages and writings deli- 
vered untous by our Englith fub- 
jects, as fecurities for their keeping 
the peace, and yielding us faithful 
fervice. 

LVIII. We will entirely remove 
from our bailiwics the relations of 
Gerard de Athyes, fo that for 
the future they fhall have no baili- 
wic in England: we will alfo re- 
move Engelard de Cygony, An- 
drew, Peter, and Gyon from the 
Chancery; Gyon de Cygony, Geofs 
frey de Martyn & his brothers, Philip 
Mark & his brother, and his nephew 
Geotlrey, and their whole retinue. 

LIX. 4: toon as peace is reftored, 
we will fend out of the kingdom all 
foreign foldiers, croisbowmen, and 
ftipendiaries, who are come with 
horfes and arms to the prejudice of 
our people. : 

LX. if any one has been dif- 
pofiefied or deprived by us, with- 
cut the legal judgment of his peers, 
of his lands, caitles, liberties, or 
right, we will forthwith reitore 


(k) Occafiones, Caufes to opprefs any man, Brady. 

(/) The reafons of thefe two articks were, becaufe by holding their lands of the 
church, the fervice due from the fees, which were intended for the defence of the 
realm, were unduly withdrawn ; and becaufe the chief lords loft the efcheats, ward e 
fhips, reliefs, and the like. Numbericfs methods were made ufe of to elude the 
force of this law; but an effz@ual ftop wai put te them at lait by the ftatute of mort- 
main, 7 Edw, I, 
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them to him; and if any difpute 
arifes upon.this head, let the mat- 
ter be decided by the five-and-twen- 
ty barons hereafter mentioned (w), 
for the prefervation of the peace. 

LXI. As for all thofe things, of 
which, any perfon has, without the 
Jegal judgment of his pecrs, been 
difpoffefled or deprived, either by 
king Henry, our father, or our bro- 
ther, king Richard, and which we 
have in our hands, or are poflefled 
by others, and we are bound to wars 
rant and make good, we fhall have 
a refpite till the term ufually al- 
lowed the croifes, excepting thofe 
things about which there is a plea 
depending, or whereof an inqueit 
hath been made by our order before 
we undertook the crufade : but when 
we return from our pilgrimage, or 
if we do not perform it, we will 
immediately caufe full juftice to 
be adminiftered therein. 

LXII. The fame refpite we fhall 
have for difafforefting the fvrefts 
which Henry, our father, and our 
brother Richard have afforetted ; 
and for the wardfhip of the lands 
which are in another’s fee, in the 
fame manner as we have hitherto 
enjoyed thofe wardfhips, by reafon 
of a fee held of us by knight’s ier- 
vice; and for the abbeys founded 
in any other fee than our own, in 
which the lord of the fee fays he 
has a right; and when we return 
from our pilgrimage, or if we fhould 
not perform it, we will immedi- 
ately do fall juitice to all the com- 
plainants in this behalf. 

Xi}. No man fhall be taken 
Or imprifoned upon the appeal 
of a woman for the death of any 
Other perfon than her hufband. 

LXIV. All vnjuft and illegal fines 
made with us, and ail amerciaments 
impofed unjuitly and contrary to the 
law of the land, fhall be entirely 
forgiven, or elfe be left to the de- 
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cifion of the five-and-twenty barons 
hereafter mentioned for the pres 
fervation of the peace, or of the 
major part of them, together with 
the aforefaid Stephen, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, if he can be prefent, 
and others whom he fhall think fit 
to take along with him; and if he 
cannot be prefent, the bufinefs fhall 

notwithftanding, go on without 
him ; buat fo that if one or more of 
the aforefaid five-and-twenty ba- 
rons be plantiffs in the fame caufe, 
they fhall be fet afide as to what 
concerns this particular affair, and 
others be chofen in their room out 
of the faid five-and-twenty, and 
{worn by the refit to decide the mat- 


ter. 
LXV, If we have diffeifed or dif- 
potieiled the Welfh of any lands, li- 

erties, or other things, without 
the legal judgment of their peers, 
they thall immediately be reitored 
to them; andif any Sfeote arifes 
upon this head the matter fhall be 
determined in the Marche by the 
judgment of their peers ; for tene- 
ments in England according to the 
law of England, for tenements in 
Wales according to the law of — 
Wales, for tenements of the Marche 
according to the law of the Marche; 
the fame fhall the Welfh do to us 
and our fubjects. 

LXVI. As for all thofe things of 
which a Welfhman hath, without 
the legal judgment of his peers, been 
diffeifed or deprived by king Hen- 
ry, our father, or our brother king 
Richard, and which we either have 
in our hands, or others are poffefled 
of, and we are obliged to warrant 
it, we fhall have arefpite till the 
time generally allowed the croifes, 
excepting thofe things about which 
a fuit is depending, or whereof an 
ingueft has been made by our order 
betore we undertook the crufade : 
but when we return, or if we itay 


(m) Their names, according to Matt. Paris, were che earls of Ciare, Albermarle, 
Glocefter, Wincheiter, Hereford, earl Roger, earl Robert, earl Marefchal juni- 
or, Robert Fitz Walter fenior. Gilbert de Clare, Euftace de Vefti. Hugh Bi- 
god, William de Moubray, the mayor of London, Gilbert de Laval, Robert de 
Ros, the conftable of Chefter, Richard de Percy, John Fitz Robert, William 
Maliet, Geoffery de Say, Roger de Moubray, William de Huntingfeld, Richard de 


Moatfichet, Wiiliam de Albiney, Matt, Paris, p, 262, 
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at home without performing our 
ilgrimage, we will immediately 
o them full juftice, accordin 
to the laws of the Welfh an 
of the parts before-mentioned. 

LXVII. We will, without delay, 
difmifs the fon of Llewelyn and all 
the Welth hoftages, and releafe them 
from the engagements they have 
entered into with us, for the pre- 
fervation of the peace. 

LXVIII. We fhall treat with 
Alexander, king of Scots, concern- 
ing the reftoring his fifters and ho- 
ftages, and his right and liberties, 
in the fame form and manner as we 
fhall do to the reft of our barons of 
England, unlefs by the charters, 
which we have from his father, 
William, late king of Scots, it 
‘ought to be otherwife; and this 
fhall be left to the determinati- 
on of his peers in our court. 

LXIX. All the aforefaid cuftoms 
and liberties, which we have grant- 
ed, to be holden in our kingdom 
as much as it belongs to us, to- 
wards our people of our kingdom, 
as well clergy as laity, fhall ob- 
ferve, as far as they are concerned, 
towards their dependents. 

LXX. And whereas, for the ho- 
nour of God and the amendment 
of our kingdom, and for quieting 
the difcord that has arifen between 
us and our barons, we have grant- 
ed all thefe things aforefaid ; wil- 
ling to render them firm and lafting, 
we do give and grant our fubjects 
the underwritten fecurity, namely, 
that the barons may chufe five-and- 
twenty barons of the kingdom, 
whom they think convenient, who 
fhall take care, with all their might, 
to hold and obferve, the caufe to be 
obfzrved, the peace and liberties we 
have granted them, and by this our 
prefent charter confirmed: fo as 
that if we, our jufticiary, our bai- 
liffs, or any of our officers, fhall 
in any circumftance fail in the per- 
formance of them towards any per- 
fon, or fhall break through any of 
thefe articles of peace and fecurity, 
and the offence is notified to four 
barons, chofen out of the five-and- 

twenty beforementioned, the faid 
four barons fhall repair to us, or our 
jufticiary, if we are out ofthe realm, 


Magna Charta, granted by King Fobn to his Subjeds. 


and, laying open the grievance, 
fhall petition to have it redrefied 
without delay : and if it is not re- 
drefled by us, or, if we fhould 
chance to be out of the realm, if it 
is not redreffled by our jufticiary, 
within forty days, reckoned from 
the time it has been notified to us, 
or to our juftictary if we fhould 

out of the realm, the four barons 
aforefaid fhall lay the caufe before 
the reft of the five-and-twenty ba- 
rons ; and the faid five-and-twenty 
barons, together with the commu- 
nity of the whole kingdom, fhall 
diftrain and diftrefs us all the ways 
poffible, namely, by feizing our caf- 
tles, lands, poffeffions, and in any 
other manner they can till the griev- 
ance is redrefled according to their 
pleafure, faving harmlefs our own 
perfon, and the perfon of our queen, 
and children: and when itis re- 
dreffed, they fhall obey us as be- 


ore. 

LXXI. And any perfon whatfo- 
ever in the kingdom may {wear that 
he will obey the orders of the five- 
and-twenty barons aforefaid in the 
execution of the premifes, and that 
he will diftrefs us jointly with them 
to the utmoft of his power; and 
we give public and free liberty to 
any one that fhall pleafe to fwear 
to them, and never fhall hinder 
any perfon from taking the fame 


oath. 

LXXII. As for all thofe of our 
fubjeéts who will not, of their own 
accord, {wear to join the five-and- 
twenty barons in diftraining and 
diftreffing us, we will iffue order to 
make them take the fame oath as is 
aforefaid. 

LXXII. And if any one of the 
five-and-twenty barons dies, or 
goes out of the kingdom, or is hin- 
dered any other way from carrying 
the things aforefaid in execution, 
the reft of the faid five-and-twenty 
barons may chufe another in his 
room at their difcretion, who fhall 
be fworn in like manner as the 


reft. 

LXXIV. In all things that are 
committed to the execution of thefe 
five-and-twenty barons, if, when 
they are all afflembled together, they 
fhould happen to difagree about any 

matter, 
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matter, and fome of them, when 
fummoned, will not or cannot come, 
whatever is agreed upon, or enjoin- 
ed, by the major part of thofe that 
are prefent, fhall be reputed as firm 
and valid as if all the five-and twen- 
ty had given their confent; and the 
aforefaid five-and-twenty {hall 
fwear that all the premiffes th 
fhall faithfully obferve, and caufe 
with all their power to be ob- 
ferved. 

LXXV. And we will not, by our- 
felves or by any other, procure any 
thing whereby any of thefe con- 
ceffions and liberties be revoked or 
leffened ; and if any fuch thing be 
obtained, let it be null and void, 
neither fhall we ever make ufe of 
it, either by ourfelves or any 


other. 

LXXVI. And all the ill-will, an- 
ger, and malice, that hath arifen 
between us and our fubjeéts, of 
the clergy and laity, from the firft 
breaking out of the diffention be- 
tween us, we do fully remit and 
forgive : moreover, all trefpaffes oc- 
cafioned by the faid diffention, from 
Eafter in the fixteenth year of our 
reign, till the reftoration of peace 
and tranquility, we hereby entirely 
remit to all, both clergy and laity, 
and, as far as in us lies, do fully 
forgive. 

XXVIII. We have moreover 
granted them our letters patent tef- 
timonial of Stephen, lord arch- 
bifhop of Ganeuntes » Henry, lord 
archbifhop of Dublin, and the 
bifhops aforefaid, as alfoof mafter 
Pandulph, for the fecurity and con- 
ceflions aforefaid. 

LXXVIII. Wherefore, we will & 
firmly enjoin that thechurch of Eng- 
land be free, and that aJl men in our 
kingdom have and hold al] the a- 
forefaid liberties, rights, and concef- 
fions, truly and peaceably, freely 
and quietly, fylly and wholly to 
themielves and their heirs, of us 
andour heirs, in all things & places, 
for ever, as is aforefaid, 

LXXIX. Itis alfo fworn, as well 
on our ay as on the part of the 
barons, that all the things aforefa: 


fhall faithfully and fincerely be ov 
feryed, ie 


Magna Charta, granted by King Fobn to his Subje&s. 139 


Given under our hand, in pre- 
fence of the witneffes above- 
named, and many others, in 
the meadow called Runing- 
mede, between Windelefore 
and Stanes, the fifteenth day of 
June, in the feventeenth year of 
our reign. 

o— So as we are firft acquainted 
therewith, or our jufticiary, if we 
fhould not be England. 

—o Andin the fame manner a- 
bout adminiftering juftice, deaffo- 
refting the forefts, or letting them 
continue. 

-:- Either in England or Wales. 

.°. For ever. 

N. B. There are two copies of 
this charter in the Cottonian Li- 
brary, which are as old as the time 
of kin oe one has ftill the 
broad-feal, though fome of it was 
melted by the flames, which in Oc- 
tober 23, 1731, confumed part of 
the abovefaid library. The few 
words printed here in the end, are 
placed fo in the original, and re- 
ferred to by the fame marks. 


Objefions againft the Gofpel and the 
" Evidence HA it, anfwered. 


Continued from Page 117, and con- 
f cluded } ; 


M4 N KIND in general are 

willing to pay a tribute of re- 
fpe& to eminent virtue ; when it is 
at a diftance, when it does not come 
too near them, when it does not 
ferve to contraft and expofe their 
vices, when it does not interfere 
with their pride, paflions, or worldly 
intereft: otherwife, there have been 
many tragical inftances to prove, 
that no virtue, no innocence, or 
goodnefs of life and converfation, 
are a protection from envy and ca- 
lumny, from mortal hatred and 
perfecution. Nor would the bef 
inftruétions of true wifdom, and 
the cleareft proofs of a miraculous 
power, added to the moft perfect 
virtue, afford a fufficient fecurity, 
while thefe qualities are thought to 
militate againtt the inveierate pre- 
judices and paiiions of the populace, 

the pride and ambition of the 
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thod of evafion, they would have 
recourfe to the fame {uppofition as 
the Jews of old, and afcribe fuch 
effects to the power and art of the 
devil, infest of the power and 
wifdom of God. 

The higheft obje& of human ad- 
mMiration is power. Men reverence 
the fupreme Being himlelf, chiefly 
becaufe he is almighty. Yet the 
power of a victorious and mighty 
monarch upon earth will draw 
more attention andadmiration, than 
the infinite power of God difplayed 
throughout all nature. Need we 
wonder then, that our Saviour hath 
obtained fo little influence and au- 
thority among men; or that his 
- authority, though fupported by fuch 

evidences of wifdom, virtue, and 
miraculous power, is fo eafily con- 
trouled or weakened by the oppo- 
fition of worldly power, paffion and 
artifice ? 

‘The men who have been the mot 
highly celeorated, have been fuch 
as have attained to worldly gran- 
deur and dominion, by their politi- 
cal conduct and military atchieve- 
ments ; who have purchafed a crown 
with the blood of flaughtered ar- 
mies ; and eftablifhed a vaft empire 
by the policy of human councils 
and laws. But our bieffed Saviour 
attained to a celeftial power and do- 
minion by very different meafures ; 
by true virtue, by unwearied forti- 
tude ana patience, and by the fa- 
crifice of his own blood. Thischa- 
ra¢ter and conduét does not equally 
engage the admiration and applaufe 
of mankind. 

It appears from the fhort account 
the Evangeliits have given us of the 
temptations which our. Saviour 
withflood when he firft appeared 
publickly, and entered upon his of- 
fice, that the /cheme of a worldly 
dominion and government was 
frongly prefented to his mind. And 
undoubtedly, had he employed his 
miraculous power, not in healing 
the fick, cleanfing the lepers, re- 
jtoring the lame, the deaf, and the 
blind, and raifing the dead ; but in 
fubferviency to the paflions of the 
multitude, and the ambition of the 
Jews, in conquering his enemies and 


Objetions againft the Gofpel and the Evidence of it, anfwered. 


advancing his friends and followers, 
he might havesifen to the greateft 
empire that.ever was in the world: 
and had he employed his wifdom, 
not in delivering thofe pure and 
{piritual initructions which we find 
recorded, but in long, {ge ny 
conftitutions and laws, he might 
have rendered that-empire equal! 
durable as extenfive: and his wif- 
dom and juftice, as well as power, 
might have been celebrated through 
all ages and nations, as the moft 
excellent of princes, and the greateft 
reformer and benefactor of man- 
kind. But he rejected this fcheme, 
which mankind would have fo 
highly applauded; and_ rather 
chofe by fufferings and death to 
rife to another and fuperior kind of 
dominion and glory. 

There are but two fchemes, up- 
on which the reformation of man- 
kind can be attempted, and the 
practice of virtue in any meafure 
promoted: which are, either by 
the motives of #/7s world, of of an- 
other. A perfect government on 
earth would undoubtedly promote 
the temporal happinefs of men, 
and in fome fenfe their virtue ; but 
the motives being effentially dif- 
lerent, the virtue muift be of a dif- 
ferent kind, and become wholly 
political and temporary. That 
virtue, Which is promoted by world- 
ly rewards, however wifely © dif- 
penfed, muft of receffity be of the 
fame nature with thofe rewards: 
and however fuch virtue might 
qualify men for enjoying the power 
and riches of this world ; it might 
be no qualification for enjoying the 
happinefs of another. Indeed, that 
is alone true virtue which is derived 
from motives purely f{piritual, from 
faith in God, and the views and 
hopes of a life to come: This vir- 
tue alone rides fuperior to the world- 
ly prejudices, paffions, views and 
interefts of mankind: This virtue 
our Saviour himfelf praétifed and 
recommended to his followers. By 
this he rofe himfelf, and fought to 
raife them, not to wealth and ho- 
nour in this world, but to true 
happinefs and glory in a world, 
everlaiting. To this end he hath 


given 


"a veo _-:.hCU TF 
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given us the beit example and in- 


ttraétion, enforced by that peculiar 
evidence of a life after death, his 
own refurrection from the dead. 

- If our Saviour hath not reformed 
the world and eftablifhed the poli- 
tical virtue and happinefs of man- 
kind ; it is becaufe is kingdom is 
not of this world, and becaufe he 
would have his followers to be go- 
verned, not by worldly affections 
and views, but by the belief and 
hope of things unfeen and eter- 


nal. 

If any are difpofed to queftion, 
why. our Saviour did not reveal to 
us the things of another world, in 
a more clear convincing and afto- 
nifhing manner, that {fo the motives 
of it might have operated more 
ftrongly. on men’s minds, and pro- 
duced a greater change and_ refor- 
mation ;—We may juitly obferve, “* 
That it is not probable, that the li- 
mits of the human underitanding 
would admit of much larger difco- 
veries ; and that we are capable of 
underftanding but very little, of 
things fo different and fuperior in 
nature, to all our prefent experi- 
ence. But if we were capabie of re- 
Cciving, further difcoveries ; yet it 
cannoc be. the intention of a divine 
revelation to gratify the vain curi- 
ofity of mankind, and to add icope 
and heat to the: imagination.— 
That many fecrets of the invifible 
world may be unfr, if not impoflible 
to be known by us: and that in 
many things our ignorance is our 
advantage. That. thofe things 
which aitonifh and mof ftrongly 
amufe the imagination, or raife the 
paflions, are not always found to 
produce the beit effects. Violent 
impreflions are never lailing; and 
feidom contribute to amend the 
heart and life. That the beft means 


of promoting the greateft good of 


mankind, is by bringing them to act 
from a pure and undifturbed rea- 
fon, from a calm attention to the 
evidenceof things, froma confidence 
in. the. power wifdom and good- 
nefs of God, and from the hepe not 
of worldly rewards, but of a {piri- 
tual and eternal happinefs. And 


141 
this is evidently the {pirit and de- 
fign of the Gofpel.” 

It appears then that the great 
Author of our faith and Saviour of 
the world hath done al] that was fit 
in itfelf, proper to his character, 
and confiitent with the plan of na- 
ture, in order to the conviétion and 
reformation of mankind in the pre- 
fent ftate: whilit at the fame time 
he had a far greater end in view : 
and the principal operations and 
effeéts of his power wifdom and 
goodnefs, the difplay of his glory, 
the exercife of his dominion, the 
adminiftration of his juftice, the 
eftablifhment of his kingdom in 
pee virtue peace and happinefs, 

elong to a fuperior {phere and an 
invifible ftate. 

It was foretold of our Saviour, 
that there fhould be no form or come- 
lineJ/s in him: that bis voice fbould 
not be heard in the fireets : that he 
fhould appear in the loweft obfcuri- 
ty; be de/pifed and rejected, aman 
of forrows and acquainted with grief: 
that providence would fuffer him to 
be perfecuted and put to death: yet 
that he fhould be a glorious Prince, 
fet up an everlafting tingdom, and 
thoroughly eftablith the virtue peace 
and happinefs of the world. Thefe 
feeming oppofte parts and characters 
are united inour Savicur, The former 
is already accomplifhed; the datter 
is yet to come. Our Saviour de. 
feribes himfelf in 40h thefe parts 
and charaéters: and he not only 

rediéts and dejcribes him/elfin the 

atter character, as coming at laft to 
accomplith'a moft glorious and hap- 
spy revolution ; but hath given usa 
proof and fpecimen of his power and 
defign to effect fo great and happy a 
change, by the miracles he wrought, 
and efpecially by his refurreétion 
from the dead, his afcenfion into 
heaven, and his fending the holy 
fpirit to affift and comfort his apo- 
{tles. 

If we underftand aright the pre- 
dictions of the New ‘Teftament, 
there will yet be atime, when the 
Gofpel fha'l have a greater {pread 
and influence among mankind in 
the prefent flate ; when the anti- 
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chriftian powers fhall be deftroyed, 
the Jews converted, and the ful- 
nefs of the Gentiles come in. But 
whether we underftand thefe things 
aright or not; we are afiured, that 
the times will at length arrive, when 
our Saviour will thoroughly reform 
the whole world, adminiiter full and 
impartial juftice, abolifh all evils, 
and eftablifh truth virtue and hap- 
pinefs for ever: when 4e will fend 
forth bis Angels, and they foall colle 
out tof his kingdom, all things that of- 
fend, and them that do iniquity, and 
fall caft them into a furnace of fire, 
to be utterly deftroyed: and then 
frall the righteous fhine fre as the 
fun inthe a of their Father. 
In forming our judgment and 
belief then of the chriftian rev ela- 
tion, and of the charatter office and 
dominion of Chrift the Son of God, 
let us diveft our minds of all world- 
ly prepoffeffions, and not confound 
together the ideas of a temporal Re- 
former and political Governor, whofe 
kingdom 1s of this world, with 
thofe of an immortal Prince and Sa- 
wiour, whofe Kingdom is zot of this 
world ; whofe appearance and refi- 
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Let our religious fentiments then 
formed upon a diligent and im- 
partial examination; and let no 
worldly bias draw us afide from the 
caufe of truth. Let not the inte- 
grity of our minds be corrupted by 
the example or artifice of men. Let 
us not be ftruck with admiration at 
external appearances, or fuffer our 
affeétions to be captivated with the 
power and policy, the grandeur and 
wealth, the fafhions and cufloms of 
this world ; left the God of this world 
fhould throw fuch a mift of delufive 
cares paflions and fancies over our 
minds, that the glorious light of 
the Gofpel cannot thine into them. 
There is a certain candor fimplici- 
ty and dignity of fpirit, by which 
men conceive the higheft delight in 
the knowledge of truth and the 
ra€tice Of goodnefs, and are but 
ittle affected with external and 
worldly things. This let us culti- 
vate, as the genuine fpirit of a 
chriftian. Let us always remember 
that there are things far greater and 
happier, far more fublime and wor- 
thy objeéts of our admiration and 
purfuit, than all the power wifdom 


dence on earth together with the wealth and pleafure of this world, 


exercife of his virtue, and his volun- 
tary fubmiffion to the ignominious 
death of the oath was ony “a 

oper preparatory {cene to his refur- 
asa sad exaltation, that fo by 
bumility he might rife to honour, 
and by virtue and merit obtain a 
celeftial dominion and glory, the 
empire of another world, the power 
of raifing mankind from the dead, 
and of conferrin 


Let no outward changes that may 
befall ourfelves, no commotions of 
men, no alterations of government, 
no revolutions of ftates and em- 
pires on earth, fo much affeét and 
govern our minds, as the more mo- 
mentous eternal change of this world 
for another, and that final revolu- 
tion in the whole ftate of mankind, 
when all who have lived wickedl 


the rewards of fhall perifh for ever, and all ge 


immortality on all good men; and-+ men be put into poffeffion of an ime 


who, by the miracles he wrought, 
by his refurre€tion, and by the pow- 
ers with which he endued his apof- 
tles, hath “~— us a {pecimen and 
proof of the future difplay of his 
regal power and judgment, when 
he will /ubdue all things to him/felf, 
abolifh every presence, deitroy 
death itfelf, and eflablifh univer- 
fal and eternal life virtue and hap- 
pine(s. 


mortal life; when our Saviour thall 
reveal his unfeen glory, and put 
forth his regal power, to the con- 
fufion and deftru&tion of the work- 
ers of iniquity, and the admiration 
and joy of his fincere followers.— 
That we may then be approved of 
him, with well done geod and faith- 
fii fervants, enter ye into the dingdom 
and joy of your Lord. 

SELECT 
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MARCH. An ODE, 


‘IKE Jafon, arm’d in coat of mail, 
Who nobly won the golden fleece, 
Thro’ heavy f{torms of wind and hail, 
March on a ram triumphant rides. 


Spring bids the frozen rivers flow, 
Knocks off their rigid bolts of ice, 
And melts huge Appenines of fnow ; 
By {tarts the flattering beains of noon 
The linnet, or the lark entice 
To fing a momentary tune ; 
But quick and fudden fhifts the fcene, 
And gales tempeftuous intervene. 
Scarce does the primrofe fhow her head, 
Tho’ eldeft daughter of the fpring, 
Nor dares the cowflip leave her bed, 
Affrighted at the northern blaft, 
Who blights each bloffom with his 
wing, 
While the dun ether’s overcaft ; 
Of violence how fhort the fway ! 
*Tis but the pageant of a day.--- 


The gods take care of us below, 
Indulgent are their gifts to all, 
With hands unfparing, they beftow, 
Impartial, air and fun and rain, 
To blefs this fublunary ball, 
And mingle pleafure with our pain ; 
Content is ever in our power, 
And paffes by us every hour. 


Againft feeking into Futurity. 


HE God of Wifdom has in fhades 
of night, 
Future events conceal’d from human 
fight, 
And {miles with pity at the mortal race 
Trembling for what may never come to 


afs. 

He’s alan of himfelf alone, 

He lives that makes each day his own ; 

His Life is happy, who can fay, 

When night comes, I’ve liv’d well to- 
day; 

And for to-morrow takes no care, 

Whether the Day prove foul or fair. 

The man that’s chearful in his prefent 


te 
Is never anxiovs for his future fate. 


Infeription for a Column at Runing- 
mede, between Staines and Windsor, 
ahere Macna CHartTa, or the 
Great Charter of Liberties was ob- 


tained by the Barons in Arms 
King ‘Jobn. side 


T HOU, who the verdant plain doft 
traverfe here, 

While Thames among his willows from 
thy view 

Retires; O ftranger, ftay thee, and the 
cene 

Around contemplate well. This is the 
place 

Where England’s ancient barons, clad in 
arms 

And ftern with conqueft, from their ty- 
rant king 

(Then render’d tame) did challenge and 
fecure 

The charter of thy freedom. Pafs not on 


Till thou have blefs’d their memory, and 
pal 
Thofe thanks which God appointed the 


reward 

Of public virtue. And if chance thy 
home 

Salute thee with a father’s honour’d 
name, 

Go, call thy fons: inftru& them whata 
debt 

They owe their anceftors; and make 
them fwear 

To pay it, by tranfmitting down intire 

Thofe facred rights to which themfelves 
were born, 


The Bears and Bees: A Fable. 


"S$ two young Bears in wanton mood, 
Forth iffuing from a neighbouring 


wood, 
Came where th’ induftrious Bees had 

ftor’d 
In artful cells their lufcious hoard; 
O’erjoy’d they feiz’d with eager hafte 
Luxurious on the rich repatt, 
Alarm’d at this the little crew 
About their ears vindiGive flew, 
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The beafts unable to fuftain 

The unequal combat, quit the plain ; 

Haif blind with rage, and mad with 
pain 5 

Their native fhelter they regain ; 

There fit, and now difcreeter grown, 

Too late their rafhnefs they bemoan; 

Aad this by dear experience gain, 

That pleafure’s ever bought with pain, 

So when the gilded baits of vice 

Are plac’d before our longing eyes, 

With greedy hatte we {natch our fill, 

And fwallow down the latent ill ; 

But when experience opes our eyes, 

Away the fancy’d pleafure flics. 

It flies, but oh! too late we find 

It leaves a real {ting behind.’ 


An Eleg y on a Black-Bird that was 
a 


bot on Valentine’s day, 


‘H E fun had chac’d the winter 
fnow, 

And kindly loos’d the froft bound foil ; 
The melting ftreams began to flow, 

And plowmen urg’d their anoual toil, 
>Twas then amid the vernal] throng, 

Whom nature wakes to mirth and 

love ; 

A Blackbird rais’d his amorous fong, 

And thus it echo’d through the grove, 


© O! faireft of the feather’d train, 
‘ For whem I fing, for whom I burn, 
* Attend with pity to my ftrain, 
¢ And grant my love a kind return, 
© See, fee, the winter’s ftorms are flown, 
And Zephyrs gently fan the air ! 
© Let us the genial influence own, 
‘ Let us the vernal pattime fhare.”” 
T'll lead thee to the cleareft rill, 
Whofe ftreams among the pebbles 
ftray ; 
There will we fitand fip our fill, 
Or on the flow’ry border play. 
I*}) guide thee to th. thickeft brake, 
Impervious to the fchool-boy’s eye : 
For thee the plaifter’d neft T'll make, 
And on thy downy pinions lie, 
To get thee food Ill range the fields, 
And cull the beft of every kind ; 
Whatever nature’s bounty yields, 
Or love’s affiduous care can find, 


And when my lovely mate would ftray, 
To tafte the fummer’s fweet at large, 
At home Pll wait the live-long day, 
And tend at home our infant change, 
When prompted by a mother’s care 
Thy warmth fhall form the imprifon’d 
young; 
With thee the tafk I'll fondly thare, 
Or chear thy labours with a fong, 


Secrect Pieces of Porerry. 


He ceas’d his fong. The melting dame 
With tender pity heard his ftrain ; 

She felt, fhe own’d a mutual flame, 
And haft’ned to relieve his pain. 


He led her to the nuptial bow’r 
And neftled clofely by her fide, 

The happiett bridegroom in that hour, 
And the the moft enamour’d bride. 


Next morn he wak’d her with a fong --- 
Arife! behold the new-born day! 

The lark his mattin peal has rung ; 
Arife my love and come away. 


Together through the fields they ftray’d, 
And to the verdant riv’lets fide, 
Renew’'d their vows, and hopp’d, and 
play’d 
With honett joy and decent pride. 


But O! my mufe with pain relates 
The mournful fequel of my tale, 
Sent by an order of the fates, 
A gunner met them in the vale, 


Alarm’d, the lover cry’d, my dear, 
Hafte, hafte away ; from danger fly ! 

Here gunner turn thy vengeance here! 
OQ! fpare my love, and let me die, 


At him the gunner took his aim ; 

The aim he took was much too true ; 
O! had the chofe. fome other game, 

Or fl.ot as he had us’d to do.* 


Divided pair! forgive the wrong, 
While I with tears your fate rehearfe : 
I'}l join the widow’s plaintive fong, 
And fave the lover in my verfe. 


On the Divine Clemency. 


N vain do barren fumes cf incenfe rife, 
T’ appeafe the mighty fov’reign of the 
fkies, : 
He fpurns the off’ring of a guilty hand : 
Sweet innocence of heart is his demand. 
See heaven-bora juftice by his fide ad- 
vance, 
And caft o’er all the all-comprifing 
glance ; 
Demand her victims with a brandifh’d 
fword, ; 
Prefenting him the crimes her rolls af- 
ford, 
But kneeling Clemency with-holds her 
fire, 


And tcnd’ring him our tears difarms his 


ire. 


* Never having kill’d any thing b cfore. 
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